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1. The Renaissance Period (William Shakespeare, Francis Bacon and their representative works)

2. Literature in the 17th Century (John Donne, John Milton, John Bunyan and their representative
works)

3. The Enlightenment Period (novels and the first great novelists)

4, The Romantic Period (main romantics and their representative works )

5. The Realistic Period (the important realists and their representative works)

6. Twentieth Century Literature (main writers of this century and their representative works)
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1. Puritanism (the background of Puritanism and Anne Bredstreet)

2. Enlightenment ( the background of Enlightenment and Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson,
Thomas Paine and several other minor writers )

3. Early Romanticism (James F. Cooper and Washington Irving and their representative works)

Transcendentalism (Transcendentalism , Emerson and Thoreau)
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High Romantics (E. A. Poe, Whitman, Dickinson, Hawthorne, Melville and their representative

works)

6. Realism (important realists and their representative works)

7. Naturalism (Naturalism, Crane and Dreiser, etc.)

8.  The Lost Generation (main writers of the Lost Generation and their representative works)

9. The Beat Generation (main writers of the Beat Generation and their representative works )

10. Black humor and postmodernism (main writers and their representative works)

11. American Ethnic Literature (main writers and their representative works in African American
Literature, Native American Literature, Jewish American Literature, Asian American Literature,
etc.)

12. American Drama (American playwrights and their representative works)



